Tlie Superpowers and the Middle East
United States into putting pressure on Israel to withdraw to the
pre-June 1967 demarcation lines, for it was felt that America
alone was capable of doing this. As quid pro quo the Arabs
were willing to tone down their propaganda campaign against
the United States and the West.
While the United States was keen on bringing about a settle-
ment in the Middle East at the same time she wanted to
ensure that the situation that prevailed before 5 June 1967,
would never return. She was therefore unwilling to press Israel
to pull back its armies until the Arabs joined Israel in a peace
effort. The United States, in fact, strove for a durable and
just peace settlement in the Middle East89 instead of mere
armistice arrangements which had proved inadequate, to keep -
the peace. An effort in this direction was made by President
Johnson on 19 June 1967,°^ when he announced certain prin-
ciples as guidelines for a peace settlement These were later
embodied in a draft resolution in the U.N. General Assembly
by the U.S. Permanent Representative in the U.N., Arthur
Goldberg. The resolution called for "the withdrawal of armed
forces from occupied territories; termination of claims or states
of belligerence, and mutual recognition of and respect for the
right of every state in the area to sovereign existence, territorial
integrity, political independence, secure and recognized bounda-
ries, and freedom from the threat or use of force". It further
affirmed the necessity "for guaranteeing freedom of navigation
Great Britain. Nadav Safran, From War to War: The Arab Israeli Con-
frontation, 1948-67, New York, 1969, p. 387.
8* The United States has sought to promote peace and stability in the
Middle East both because the preservation of the status quo has been
more favourable to its interests than any conceivable alternative and be-
cause it has seen that an intensified conflict within the Arab-Israel zone
only serves to multiply the intraregional demand for intervention by out-
side powers, in particular by the Soviet Union.
» Department of State Bulletin, vol. 57, 10 July 1967, p. 31.
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